Political scientists who teach African politics courses at U.S. colleges and universities were surveyed in 1973 to (1) discover successful teaching techniques, approaches, and texts; (2) 
determine the popularity of courses in African politics; and (3) collect data on the status of African politics as a research area. A questionnaire vas mailed to 289 scholars and course instructors who responded to questions relating to the teaching and researching of African politics. Findings show that most respondents had conducted research and felt most familiar with Anglo-speaking countries. In regard to texts, the most popular work on African politics is "Creating Political Order: The Party-States of West Africa" by Zolberg, but a list of "great books" cannot be determined. Almond and Powell, Apter, and Huntington were named for contributing approaches to political development that are useful in planning courses, but it was emphasized that no one approach is sufficient. The teaching technique mentioned most frequently was fiction reading assignments, and Achebels novels compete with scholarly works as assignments. Finally, enrollment in African politics courses is declining, possibly due to socioeconomic interests of students in other areas. (ND) *********************************************************************** Documents acquired by ERIC include many informal unpublished * materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort * * to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal * * reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality * * of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available "Teaching African Polities at American Colleges and Universities: A Survey" I.
General Purpose
In the spring of 1973, the authors conducted a survey of politicalscientiststeaching African politics courses at American colleges and universities. Our intention was to collect and disseminate information about 1) the techniques used in teaching African politics, 2) the books assigned most frequently to students, 3) which political systems on the continent were most frequently emphasized in the classroom situation, and 4) the current level of student interest in African politics. Along with these data, information was also collected about those who teach African politics -i.e.,-how many have done field research in Africa, in which countries do they have the most expertise, and which approaches to political development do they find useful in teaching African politics.
The purposes of this survey were several. One was simply to collect the above information and to make it available to those who teach courses on African politics. Hopefully it will be useful to teachers in this field to know which teaching techT niques, approaches, texts, etc. others have found successful in the classroom.
A 'second purpose was to elicit comment on the popularity of African politics as an academic discipline. We hypothesized before conducting this survey that certain trends we had observed locally might be applicable nationally. in particular we felt that in the post-Viet Nam period in the United
States, student interest and enrollment in comparative politics 3 2 SO courses, on Africa as well as other regions, might be decreasing.
The possible reasons for this are multiple, but one can speculate that a mood of isolationism following the Viet Nam fiasco might affect adversely enrollment in corparative politics courses.
Further, the uncertain state of the economy and continued high unemployment may induce a shift away from liberal arts courses toward more specifically career-oriented disciplines. These speculations could only be confirmed by surveying students themselves, but tentative support for such theses might come from faculty who interact with their students in an advisory capacity.
A third purpose was to collect data on the status ef African politics as a research area. Our impression has been that the study of African politics is in a condition of great flux and change. By asking Africanists about books, assigned and considered important, and about approaches to political development found useful in teaching, we were endeavoring to estimate whether or not there was any consensus in this area which might indicate any specific direction that the field in general was heading.
II.
Methodology
This survey was conducted through a mail questionnaire sent out to respondents in May, 1973. 1 The population polled was determined in the following way. These data led us to several conclusions, or perhaps speculations, about African politics courses in American colleges and universities. First, the very title African politics may be a misnomer although its use is probably_inevitable. The concentration on a relatively few political systems indicates that it may be difficult for scholars to present a genuinely comprehensive view of the entire continent in a single undergraduate course.
The complex and dyitamic politics of over 40 independent nations may not fit into a single mold or analytic framework that can be called "African:" The rapidity of change within political systems 8 7 on the African continent apparently necessitates the emphasis on a few systems whose utility as explanatory models for the less researched nations is probably more a hope than a reality at the present time. In this respect the study and teaching of "African" politics may well parallel the situation so often found in courses on "European" politics where Great Britain, France and Germany are frequently emphasized while the Scandanavian countries, Spain, Austria, etc., are neglected.
A further observation from Table 1 
Guinea and Mali were the only other countries who use
French at the official level to be mentioned in any category in A second set of questions covered in this survey dealt with the background of those who teach courses on African politics.
Here we were concerned not with personal background but with the kind of experiential and intellectual preparation that might affect the structure of courses on Africa. Thus we asked the reppondents if they had conducted field research in any African nations, which books on Africa they considered the most important, and which general approaches to political development they found most useful in teaching their courses. One hundred nineteen separate titles were recorded in response to this question. Forty titles were mentioned by one respondent only, and 31 were mentioned by two only. Similarly, there was a lack of consensus among respondents to the question "Which of the leading approaches to political development have you found useful in PIL,.paring your course(s)?"
Of the 55 titles mentioned by respondents onlyfive were listed by more than 5.0 per cent. Table 3 lists the data in response to this question. Although the works of Almond and Powell, Apter, and Huntington received mention by significant numbers of teachers of African politics, in each case, over half of those listing these works added that these approaches were helpful but not sufficient in structuring their courses. Many apparently would agree with the comment of 3.5per cent who said that they could not respond to the question because no approach to development as yet was an adequate explanatory model. In both groups a frequently made observation was that the best approach wds one's own theory or a synthesis of leading approaches to development.
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The next lrea of investigation in this survey dealt with the techniques utilized in teaching African politics and with assigned readings and audio-visual materials. Table 4 gives the responses to a question which asked if the respondents had had the opportunity to utilize a number of teaching techniques and, if so, to assess the effectiveness of each technique used. Overall the responses to this question indicate that few teaching techniques with the exception of works of fiction win overwhelring endorsement in terms of effectiveness.
Another question in the area asked "What are the required reading for your courses in African politics?" Of the 163 titles listed on course syllabi, only 21 were listed by more than 5.0per cent of the respondents. These are listed in Table 5 . Over half (93) were mentioned only by one or two respondents. As noted above, the post frequently cited author was the Nigerian novellst Chinua Achebe whose three works Table 5 enjoy a widespread usage that is certainly duplicated by few works in the audio-visual area. The 113 who asserted that they used audio-visual material frequently added spontaneous comments about the poor quality of films on Africa.
Another complaint from this group concerned the difficulty involved in finding films. Many expressed the opinion that a centralized reference system for audio-visual materials was needed before these aids could be freely utilized as a teaching Compared te) previous years, as shown in Table 6 , enrollments in courses on African politics have declined more frequently than they have increased. While the largest single category (37.1per cent) is that of respondents whose course enrollments remain constant, a total of 38.1percent have recorded a slight to substantial decline in enrollment in contrast to the 24.8 percent whose enrollments have increased. 7he impression of 164 respondents are also given in Table 6 .
Only 21.3per cent reported student interest levels to be lower than in previous years whereas 32.4percent felt that students were more interested in Africa than in the past.
IV.
Conclusions
From the above responses to the survey questionnaire, several generalizations about African politics as a teaching and research area may be tentatively drawn. As an academic discipline, it seems to be highly dynamic. The very lack of consensus on books in the field--in terms of both utility for teaching and overall importance--seems tc us to be a healthy sign. African politics 
